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Romans 8: 28'And we

know that in all things
God works for the good
of those who love him,
who have been called
according to his
purpose.”

Recently at one of our
morning devotions, this
passage from Romans
was our focus. After our
guest pastor finished his
presentation, the group
discussion began.
Really? *“In all things,

does God work for

good?” How can that be
when there are so many
bad things that happen?
Where's the good in a bad
thing? On the other hand,
several shared how
getting through a tough
time really did strengthen
them; some remarked that
a life-test gave them a

new perspective and a
new appreciation of
everything. Others said
that seeing or sharing
someone else’s struggles
revealed how blessed
they were. In many
ways, much of the
conversation was
predictable amongst
people of faith; many
comments put a positive
spin on something that
started out poorly. What
else would you expect
from people of faith? In
the good times, we know
being angry at God or
even disappointed with
God doesn’t really help.
So we say, the sooner
you get over it, the
better. But when it's
your turn in a tough spot,
that kind of faith seems
hard to hang on to.

Then one of our friends
shared his unique view-
point. He said, “When
everything in your life
seems to be shaking,
often people cry out to
God and say, “Please
God, stop the shaking!”
But this person said when
that happens in his life, he
actually thinks its God
who is doing the shaking
In that sense, asking God
to stop it seems sort of
silly. He said he thinks
that's when God is trying
to get our attention ang
has something really grea
to teach us. Wow! What
a perspective! Rathe
than being terrified, it's a
time to tune in and trust
God, and ultimately to be
thankful!

—

It never fails, “When two
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The 80 Volunteers
who helped with the
June Rummage Sale!
We couldn’t have
raised the money
without all your help!

A special thank you to
Clarice Garrison for
leading the Rummage
Sale Committee.

Sabrina Wright, LMP,
with A Balanced Life
Center for pampering
our Rummage sale vol-
unteers by providing 10
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minute massages to
those who signed up!

Kris Small, with the

Vancouver Business
Journal for assisting

with the FOC Website.

Doug Hepburn, for
making a custom

Communion table for
Sacred Heart Catholic
Church.
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or three are gathered in His way God works, and more
name, God is present!” often than not God works
That happens at thethrough people who are
Friendship Center every- present and who offer their
day. People from all walks prayers and friendship.
of life, from a wide range

of life situations, with ygiunteers are needed a
burdens and brokennessthe Friendship  Center.

that by oneself would bury Everyday people come td

them; but through the yhe Center who feel the| B
Body of Christ, each one is shaking. Some are fearful] 7

built up, —everyone is gome feel they don't have| =

blessed, shared stories givt 5 friend who cares. When
strength and encourage- jyg you, you seldom
ment, and faith is renewed. | nderstand that it may be
God doing the shaking. Sd
Nobody really welcomes sitting with friends, work-
the shaking when it comes, ing not just on the wood-
but in reality its often work but allowing God to
when God get’'s our atten- work on and through us,
tion. Generally, God also good things happen!
gets the attention of family Please come. Sign up fo
and friends, and hopefully once a week or once 3
the church family as well. month, or whatever fits
Things may be forever your schedule. You will
different, but the good be blessed and be a bless-
thing is that you may be ing, and help make the
forever different! It's the shaking make sense.
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You are invited to stop in at
FOC and meet our new Activ-

ity Coordinator, Carrie

| Slayter. Carrie brings 33

| .. Yyears combined Retail
i FS Management, Marketing,
Customer Service, Office

Management, and Nonprofit
. |Leadership Experience. She i
&= excited to work with our
volunteers, PIC employees

172

and everyone who spends time at FOC to support puf 100k forward to meeting you in person! Come Hy
mission statement and grow our ministry. One of Carrig'sand see us!

8 8 *

goals is to have activities every weekday morning an

afternoon and already has an idea box for your inpu
outings, and

regarding what activities, events,
resources you would like to see at FOC.

My journey to
come to the
- Friends of the
Carpenter begar
in 1980 when |
moved from
North Dakota to
Spokane, WA.
My husband Hum
and | were
married in Spokane and have been blessed with tjjree
beautiful daughters — Jessica, Lindsay & Erica. Qqur
family moved in 1990 to Longview, WA. Sixteef
years later, following a career in transportationy |
retired and landed on Anderson Island, WA. to seafch
for good volunteer opportunities.

S

in Vancouver, WA for 6 months to sort out our livep.
Our home was sold, our belongings were in storgge
and we were at a crossroad in life. As memberg of
Family of Christ Lutheran Church we heard about fhe
Friends of the Carpenter and wanted to come sed]the
many wonderful people and activities for ourselvgs.
Wow! We were touched by the Grace that Gpd
provided to so many people in the giving and recejv-
ing that took place every day at the Friendsfjip
Center. We worshipped, we sang, we laughed, |jve
cried, we shared, and we connected! Now, 3 ydars
later, we come back to this marvelous place gnd
invite you to join us.

Prior to moving to the island we rented an apartr%:ant

| am happy that God has led me here in my Me
journey. | feel privileged in being chosen as the
Volunteer Manager, for each day | will work besige
Duane, Jan, Dan, Carrie and all of the wonderful
volunteers who are the Friends of the Carpenter] In
addition our family has increased with a son-in-lapv,
Jason and two wonderful grandchildren, Peytonj&
Gavin who live close by. We look forward to |p
wedding in July for daughter Erica and we will aqd
our 2% son-in-law, Kieran to the family.
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Office and Cleaning Suppli

tape, packing tape, light bu
Activities & Hospitality: gan

rated movies, bibles, hot cf

Shop Suppliessaw blades (
clamps, drill bits, router bits
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Office and Cleaning Suppliegens, paper, tape, labels, markers, 33 gal. trashdiegsers, masking G§
tape, packing tape, light bulbs ==
Activities & Hospitality: games, crafts, gift cards for gas, groceries, layspdsses, movie passes, Christian or G/PG
rated movies, bibles, hot chocolate, cider, teabags,iougisnacks, “Bible Stories” and “Bedtime Stories’sset

Shop Suppliessaw blades (i.e. band saw/table saw/scroll saw), &xcapd thinner for finish, sandpaper, wood g|ue,
clamps, drill bits, router bits. Propane for Heat! ‘

And the Roof is Leaking! Your Help is Needed! /D>
Please give us a call, or stop in for a visit! S,
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Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love cofres God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God 1 John 4:7
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About 75 persons gathered at the Friendship
Center on Sat., May 29or the dedication of oul
new flag pole. 40 et 8 donated the pole and fl
Patrick Fisher of Troop 511 coordinated the fl
pole installation as his Eagle Scout project.
Vancouver Community Concert Band providgd
patriotic music. Former Mayor, Royce Polla
was the guest speaker. Corporal Rey Reynold$ of
the Vancouver Police Department sang
National Anthem. It was an inspirational arjd

humbling ceremony honoring all veterans. Stafjs-
tics indicate that 50% of those who are homelgss
are veterans. The flag will fly at the Friends
Center to cele-

brate the free-

dom we cherish

in our country, to

honor all those

who have served

and sacrificed for

that freedom,

and to stand as a symbol of welcome to thgse
whose wounds are still in need of support gnhd
healing.
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