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“The soldiers led Jesus away, and 
as they were going, they met a man 
from Cyrene named Simon who was 
coming into the city from the    
country.  They seized him, put the 
cross on him, and made him carry it 
behind Jesus.”  Luke 23:26�

Each year during the Lenten season 
and particularly during Holy Week, 
I typically watch two or three     
portrayals of Christ’s crucifixion.  
Sometimes it’s a theatrical perform-
ance, or TV showings generally 
provide numerous opportunities and 
again this year, I watched Mel    
Gibson’s movie, “The Passion of 
Christ.”  It’s important, I think, that 
we do this – to see again, to        
empathize anew and to uncomforta-
bly “squirm” as we remember and    
realize what Jesus did 2,000 years 
ago to take care of yours and my 
sins today.  Watching the injustice 

and agony of Jesus’ sacrifice and 
suffering pierces the heart and 
soul of every believer.  It humbles 
us, renews our commitment and 
crystallizes our sense of gratitude.  
Hopefully it transforms us and 
transfixes our effort, energy and 
attitude to be Christ’s disciple. 

 
This year as I watched “The    
Passion of the Christ,” I was   
particularly moved by the image 
of Simon.  The movie portrayed 
Simon as just being one of the 
crowd, but then all of a sudden he 
was literally” dragged in” and sort 
of in the wrong place at the wrong 
time.  The soldiers had been   
beating Jesus all along the path, 
but then without warning, Jesus 
fell beaten and bludgeoned where 
Simon was standing.  Scripture 
says, “The soldiers seized him...  ”  
Not surprisingly, Simon resisted 
and didn’t want to do it; but the 
soldier’s ultimatum was, “Do it or 
die!”  So Simon slumped under 
and took upon his shoulders the 
weight of the cross.  It was a 
messy affair.  The cross was slimy 
and smeared with the savior’s 
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sweat and blood.  Reluctant 
and repulsed, Simon leaned in 
and carried Christ’s cross, 
however the movie portrayed a 
miraculous transformation. 
 
Yes, Simon carried the cross 
and bore its weight, but in the 
movie, not only did Simon 
embrace the cross, but found 
himself clinging to Jesus as 
well.  Clutching the cross and 
each other, Simon and Jesus 
struggled to stay on course, to 
complete the  journey, to climb 
the hill to  Calvary.  The blood 
of Christ was now not only on 
the cross, but on Simon also.  
The suffering of Christ was no 
longer something to be 
watched with the rest of the 
crowd, but a burden to be 
shared.  Theologically, Christ 
could have carried the cross all 
the way alone, but He didn’t.  
Truthfully, it was less the   
soldier’s callous  inhumanity 
that coaxed Simon to carry the 
cross, but rather God’s Will 
that involved Simon in carry-
ing Christ’s cross.  Simon’s 
transformation occurred on the 
path to Christ’s crucifixion.  It 
is in shared struggles and the 
mingling of servant’s sweat 
that Christ’s sacrifice becomes 
more clear and the hope of 
salvation more sweet. Our faith 
finds a firm foundation when 
Jesus’ journey becomes our 
journey. As Jesus willingly 
gave himself for our broken-

ness, we find God’s blessing 
for us in bearing the burdens of 
our broken brothers and sisters. 
 
Regardless how many times we 
watch or reflect upon the    
Passion, none can comprehend 
nor even imagine the pain and 
agony our savior suffered for 
our sake.  But we can imagine 
and become like Simon.  
Granted, servant hood and   
suffering seldom seems appeal-
ing at first.  Like Simon, (ha, 
like Moses, like Noah, like 
Jonah, like Peter, Paul and a 
million other believers) we’d 
rather “dodge it than do it.”   
But once you get involved, 
God guides and gives us what 
we need, not only to get though 
it, but to see and celebrate 
God’s glory in it. 
 
Friends of the Carpenter knows 
this scenario very well.  Like 
most agencies of compassion, 
human service providers and 
faith communities, each day 
the Friends of the Carpenter 
office receive calls for help 
from people who are in crisis.  
To fulfill our mission, we put 
ourselves in places where   
people confront us with      
difficult and sometimes      
disgusting situations.  Broken 
lives, destructive addictions, 
dysfunctions and disease bring 
desperate people before us 
struggling and falling along 
their path.  Unemployment or 

under-employment, a broken 
relationship with spouse or 
family, a tragic accident or 
untimely illness, a stupid    
mistake can bludgeon anyone, 
even believers, into buckling 
under and falling at the weight.   
 
Friends of the Carpenter, and 
for that matter, churches and 
other service providers, need 
“Simons” – someone to help 
carry the burdens of brothers 
and sisters in the family of 
God.  Granted, it’s an invita-
tion that many may be reluc-
tant or even repulsed to      
consider, but believe me (or 
Simon) it’s a burden that 
brings blessings to those who 
get involved and invested!  
And in truth, “the Simons” 
need support as well.  The 
prayers you offer, the gifts you 
give, the  efforts you make 
contribute to conquering some-
one’s Calvary.  Every gift of 
grace and gesture of    kindness 

helps hold 
high the 
cross of 
Christ. 
 
 Thank you 
for your 
prayers and 
support of 

Friends of the Carpenter, and 
on behalf of those whose    
burden is lighter and future 
brighter … THANK YOU and 
GOD BLESS YOU! 
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My name is Bill Jennings and 
I’ve been homeless almost one 
year.  I would like to tell you a 
story of how five people came 
into my life and turned it 
around.  The five angels God 
sent to me are Duane, Julie, 
Jan, Barb, and Dan.  They are 
the staff of Friends of the   
Carpenter. 
 

It started one Saturday morn-
ing. I was going to breakfast at 
SHARE House.  (It’s a place 
where the homeless can eat hot 
meals.)  Standing outside the 
door was this group of people 
asking me if I wanted to do 
some woodworking.  I said 
sure because I like working 
with wood.  Plus they gave you 
a voucher.  Mine was for gas.  I 
really needed the gas.  Once 
inside we started with holding 
hands in a circle.  Then we said 
our name aloud and sang a 
song called Sanctuary.  (I 
really like that song.) Then 
Duane started talking how we 
are all part of the body of 
Christ.  Just that one phrase 
really started me thinking.  I 
was one that never attended 
church.  I never really thought 
about church or the Bible.  But 
listening to what Duane said 
made sense to me.  But I just 
pushed it to the back of my 
mind.  After all I was just there 
really to get some gas.  
 

It took five or six events listen-
ing to Duane speak about God 

and faith before the little voice 
in my head said “Stupid, he’s 
talking to you”.  For every time 
I went to an event, I felt he was 
talking only to me.  Finally I 
went up and talked with 
Duane.  He invited me to the 
Friendship Center.  I did some 
woodworking there from time 
to time.  I was living out of my 
car.   Trying to find a safe 
place to sleep at night is a hard 
thing to do.  Friends of the 
Carpenter asked if I wanted to 
park my car at the center at 
night.  This would give me a 
safe place to sleep and I could 
watch the grounds for them.  
After that I started going to 
noon worship on Wednesday 
afternoons.  And again the  
pastor at the church seemed to 
be talking only to me.  From 
that point, Friends of the     
Carpenter bought me clothes so 
I could go to church on      
Sundays.  They also helped me 
with a personal problem with 
my family.   
 
Friends of the Carpenter has 
helped me in so many ways.  
With their love and support, 
and patience with me, it’s 
opened my eyes and I see 
things in a whole new light.  
I’ve found a new job, (I really 
love it). I’ve been at it for three 
weeks now and its going great.  
My five angels are part of my 
family now.  And I love each 
and every one of them.  And 

every volunteer is like my best 
friend.  I know I have a long 
way to go.  But Friends of the 
Carpenter has put me on a solid 
foundation.  So if you ever 
wonder what Friends of the 
Carpenter does with your   
donation… some of it was used 
to save a life- -  mine.  And for 
that I humbly thank you, and 
promise to use my new life to 
help others.  Without your  
support of the ministry, I don’t 
like to think where I might be 
today.  So please keep giving.  
I know they are helping other 
people like me everyday.  
Thank you for taking time to 
read my story. 
 

God Bless-  ������������	������������	������������	������������	 
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CHURCH LIAISON 
MEETING 

 
 

When:Thursday  
April 21, 2005, — 7:00 pm 

at the Friendship Center 
 

Come and find out  
about upcoming  

Friends of the Carpenter 
events 

 

♥ Volunteer Appreciation 

   ♥ Recycle Renewal Sale 

   ♥ 3rd Annual Auction 

 

and ways to encourage  
your church members  

to be involved! 
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Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God.   
Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.      1 John 4:7 
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