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“God sent his messenger, a man
named John, who came to tell peo-
ple about the light, so that all should
hear the message and believe.
himself was not the light; he came to
tell about the light. This was the
real light — the light that comes into
the world and shines on all people.”
John 1: 6-9

Fairly often, a liturgy-like “passing
of the peace” that we use at Friends
of the Carpenter is this: We greet a
friend with the words, “I see Christ
in you;” the reply is, “And | see
Christ in you.” It's a simple but
sincere affirmation of “The Christ”
we recognize in that relationship.
Also, it's an encouragement to both
persons to grow in Christ. Like
John (in the Bible) who came to tell
people about the Light of Christ, so
God is counting on all believers
today, not only to point to “The
Light,” but to bear “The Light.”

In our worship services, it's amaz-
ing to me to see the “holy hub-bub”
that happens when we “pass the
peace.” The greetings quickly
escalate into hugging and laughing.
Many persons make a special point
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to cross the room to connect with
as many people as possible 1o
exchange this simple glimmer of
He God's light and the recognition of

Christ's love in another person
What amazes me is seeing peoq
who otherwise might just keep th
light inside of themselves get up
open up and let it shine.
seeing others who may hav
thought “the light” left them, or
that they don’t have “any light”
anymore. But then they begin t

beam because someone simply

said, “l see Christ in you.”

It's a minor miracle, but often
followed with major results.
Everyone
recognize and renew their fait
and faithfulness. People with
problems are reassured that thq
are not alone, that God loves the
and there are people who car
People who can help are given
pathway to connect and follow
through with constructive care
giving. The community of Christ

becomes the Body of Christ angl

the whole body is built up ang
blessed.

Continued on page 2
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The ministry of Friends of the family that “fits them.” It is in
Carpenter needs volunteersthat fellowship of faith and
ideally from a wide range of friendships that we each then
churches. The diversity truly is are given the opportunity to
a strength. The goal is to guidi recognize and reaffirm “The
those who are homeless into Christ” we see in each other.
faith community. The more

faith traditions and their As we approach the year's
volunteers that are involved irend, | invite all who are
the Friends of the Carpente reading this article to considereach gathering, you can “point
ministry offers greater options volunteering with Friends of out the light” and “be the light”
for those who are seeking ¢the Carpenter in the New Year.as you see and say, “l Se
church to find friendship and Whether helping in the wood Christ In You!”

welcome in one familiar to shop, assisting in the FOC

their upbringing or current office, helping out with food God sent his messenger, (It
preference. (After all, it is One service, being a part of theCould Be You), to tell people
God we serve.) Equally, if woodcraft assembly events orabout the light, so that all
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many churches provide just ¢volunteering at our special should hear the message and

few volunteers, the result isevents (auction, concert, ware-believe.
still “an army” of workers and house dance, etc.), volunteers
“welcomers” to help those who typically sign up for 2 hours a

are homeless find a churct month, some weekly. During

Merry Christmas!
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Welcome to Tom Iberle, worked most
selected to be the new actively with the
Volunteer Coordinator for Society of Saint
Friends of the Carpenter! Tom Vincent de Paul
has been involved in ministry as President of
to the poor and homeless forthe Columbia
close to twenty years. Tom hasRiver  District
been a member of Share’scouncil, which
Board of Directors for eight covers Southwest
years. While playing a lead Washington; the
role in many of Share’s fund District Council
raising activities, Tom has also provides training puane Sich, Kathy and Tom Iberle and Board
been instrumental in coordinat- and support to Member Marilyn Andrews at the

ing volunteers for the winter the six confer- Christmas Open House
Hospitality Overflow program ences it oversees.
(WHO), and has been servingHe has worked
as the Volunteer Coordinator providing food boxes, renta
for the St. Paul site since July assistance, utility assistance,
2007. An active member of St. and staffing the office at his
John the Evangelist Catholic local conference based at St.
parish in Vancouver for the pastJohn’'s. Tom has also been
ten years, recently he hasactive in training and formation

: for the Society throughout a
falthfullyl for Western Washington. Ton
begins his duties with Friend
of the Carpenter in January
2008. We warmly welcomd
Tom to the staff of Friends o
the Carpenter!
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We thank the 100+ persons who
attended the Friends of the
Carpenter Open House on Sunday,
December 9 and the many

volunteers who decorated, helped
with cookies and goodies,

entertained, and provided the
warm hospitality to make the Open
House happen. It is a wonderful
time to meet and greet old friends
and invite new members to the
family of Friends of the Carpenter.

We invite anyone to come and visit at a
time. Start out the New Year with a ne
resolution to be involved! You'll be blessg
and so will many others! THANK YOU!
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Welcome to Brent Stahl,

our newest Board Member.

Brent is one of our valued

volunteer woodworkers

who regularly joins in our

Wednesday, Noon Prayers

& woodwork outreach

events at St. Paul's

Lutheran Church. Brent

and Jan, his wife are

members at City Harvest

Church where Brent is the hear married and two grandchildren
usher, arranging ushers fo Over the years, they have als
services on Saturday eveninitaken in several displaced adu
and two Sunday morning children providing a loving
services. Jan & Brent have home/family-of-faith setting.
five children, three whom are Welcome Brent!
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The 9th Annua

Meeting of the
Incorporation  of
Friends of th

Carpenter by th A
Board of Directors, will be hel
on Tuesday, January 22 at 7:30
p.m. The public is invited t
attend this special meeting {o
review the 2007 year. Annugl
reports will be available at thi
o time. The meeting will be hel
; at the Friendship Center, 16(
W. 20th St., Vancouver
Reports may be requested
calling the office at 750-4752.
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We thank the many

who attended the

Friends of the Carpen-

ter Christmas Concert

at the Royal Durst

Theatre, December'®

We were so excited to

finally reach a sell out

crowd at the 3:00
performance. We are
especially grateful for

the many musicians and people
who made the concert happen,
and we extend our heartfelt
gratitude!  Just some of the
“Friends” who performed at the
Christmas Concert were the
Tree Wiseman Sisters, The
Dancefusion Dancers, and
Clark College Vocal Jazz. The
Touch of Class Chorale and the
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Ambassador Choir

from Roosevelt

Elementary also

made appearances, as
well as Kyra Smith,

David Michael Lee

and of course Jim

Fischer and his fine

ensemble of musi-

cians Thank you One
and All!
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Return Service Requested

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because losmes from God.
Whoever loves is a child of God and knows Godl John 4:7
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