
they don’t even realize 
the “living water” they 
are missing.  But then, 
once you find it and it’s       
become the foundation of 
your life, it makes you 
wonder how you missed 
it before or how you 
could go on without it.  
Once you have “tasted 
living water,” you can’t 
imagine living without it.  
Once you know how it 
works, you know that 
buckets are not needed to 
get the living water out of 
the well. 

In many ways the Friend-
ship Center is much like 
Jacob’s well.  Often    
people come here hoping 
and believing there will 
be something in it for 
them.  It might be a gas 
voucher, a grocery cou-
pon or a packet of bus 

“ Sir,” the woman said, 
“you don’t have a bucket, 
and the well is deep.  
Where would you get that 
l i fe-giv ing water?”    
John 4: 11 
 

This verse comes from 
the larger story of Jesus 
asking the Samaritan 
woman at Jacob’s well to 
give Him a drink of water 
– When you can, read the 
entire encounter at John 
4: 1-42.  There are so 
many lessons in this    
story: Shame – this  
woman came in the heat 
of the day when she knew 
none of the town’s   
women would be at the 
well; she had learned how 
to dodge their conde-
scending looks and jeer-
ing behind-the-back  
comments from those 
who thought she was  

degraded or “below 
them.”  Segregation – 
Jews and Samaritans did-
n’t talk to each other, let 
alone a man talking with 
a woman in a public 
place.  Suspicion – who 
is this Jewish man    
making a request for  
service?  Surprise when 
Jesus said He had living 
water for her.  Skepti-
cism - think about it;  
isn’t it funny that rather 
than asking about the 
water  she asked, 
“Where’s your bucket?” 

Figuring out faith isn’t 
funny; however some-
times it is frustrating, 
even confusing so that 
people just give up or 
don’t even give it a 
chance.  More often, 
people are so focused 
upon their basic needs 
(water, food, shelter) 
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�� Over 
300     
Volunteers 
worked 

with FOC last year.  
Thank you to all of 
you! 

�� 53 youth and 7 adults 
from St. John the 
Evangelist visited the 

Friendship Center on 
Sun. May 1st as part of 
a  micro-immersion 
into homelessness.  
Thanks Candy for 
thinking of us! 

�� The Wood-Mizer port-
able saw mill visited 
FOC on Sat. April 30 
during Woodworker 

Show & Tell.  Thanks 
Brian Trembly! 

�� The Oregon Guild of 
Woodcrafters will be 
visiting FOC on Wed. 
May 18th!  If you’d 
like be help with    
hospitality… please 
call the Center!  (Hosts 
& refreshments need-
ed!) 
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tickets.  Many come here 
knowing that it’s a safe 
place; a place where they 
will be accepted and not 
put down.  It’s an amazing 
community feeling.  We 
have friends who come 
from comfortable (and 
more than comfortable) 
homes.  They may drive 
here in nice vehicles; on 
these cold mornings the 
heater blazing.  Others 
come from shelters, shared 
living situations, often 
substandard or less.  They 
hike in or ride the bus … 
as close as it comes by.  
They walk in from the 
cold, and during the 
months of March and 
April – WET.  Regardless 
how folks get here, every-
one is instantly  welcomed.  
Regulars and new comers 
alike quickly find the cof-
fee counter, or if more ur-
gently needed, the bath-
room.  The pastries are 
generally day old or older, 
but the taste treat “hits the 
spot” for everyone.  
Though we come from 
wide and diverse life situa-

tions, socializing feels nat-
ural and nice.  Differences 
defuse and everyone finds 
a comfortable place to fit 
in. 

Each weekday, 9:30 am, 
we join for morning      
devotions.  As good as the 
coffee and left over cook-
ies might have tasted,   
during devotions we focus 
upon the “living water and 
the bread of life.”  We are 
most fortunate at Friends 
of the Carpenter.  Some 25 
to 30 different devotional 
leaders from our church 
partners take turns 
(generally monthly) to 
bring the Good News for 
the day.  It’s delightful to 
hear the different voices, 
the special perspectives, 
the unique lessons that 
feed the fellowship.  We 
sing praises and say pray-
ers; we’re not rehearsed 
nor particularly gifted, but 
regardless the chorus 
sounds pretty sweet.  It’s 
amazing how the melodies 
convey God’s love and 
pass words of proclama-
tion over the lips of this 

simple choir.  No Buckets 
Needed – Living Water 
Flowing For All! 

Friends of the Carpenter 
follows our mission state-
ment:  Christ Calls us to 
minister with all in need of 
safe haven by being a   
caring fellowship and 
providing a sense of     
purpose through interac-
tions with people of faith.  
Safe Haven, Caring      
Fellowship, Sense of    
Purpose, Interactions in 
Faith – all to Change Lives 
With Love. 

It can be so easy to get lost 
in looking for the basic 
needs of life; or as people 
of faith to get so commit-
ted to providing commodi-
ties that we fail to com-
municate Christ.  Granted, 
basic needs are essential 
and we must always be 
mindful and motivated to 
share those things which 
will sustain life.  But as 
people of faith, we must be 
even more motivated to 
socialize, to sit with “the 
least of these,” and to wel-

� ���� �� �� �� �� �� ��� !� �� ��� �� ���� �"� #�!� !��� �$��% �&��� �' �
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Statistics indicate that approximately 50% 
of those who are homeless are veterans.  
How tragic that many of our military have 
been wounded not only on the battle field 

with bombs and bullets, but their lives have been broken, 
in many cases because of their  service and sacrifice to 
our country.  Point Man  meetings are held every Tues-
days @ 2:00 pm at the Friendship Center for all veterans 
(homeless or not) of any branch of the military for any 
length of time.  It is a special time to be with other        
veterans, to share and receive support and to help heal the 
wounds of life.  Each meeting begins with prayer and the 
flag salute.  All Veterans Welcome! 
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 �	 � �� �� � � �

come those who wander 
and, yes “wonder where 
the bucket is” that will 
give them life. 

Friends of the Carpen-
ter needs your support 
prayerfully, financially 
and personally.  Help 
fill this “well of living 
water.”  If you can, join 
in the fellowship and 
activities: VOLUN-
TEER!  When you read 
the conclusion of this 
scripture story, note 
that the woman went 
into town and brought 
many to meet the Lord.  
She enthusiastically 
told them they must 
come and see this man 
who changed her life.  
And many came to 
know the Lord  because 
o f  h er .  
Come drink 
the living 
water, tell 
your friends, 
bring your 
friends – 
Help Change 
Lives With 
Love! 
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�Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God.  Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God        1 John 4:7 

%
%($
#���

���(
���@
�
(��&�

(
$����4���
	�%'
�	
$��

0� �

����������

'����!����C �

�

���'� �
���	���
��(��'� ��������
�����)������������*+�,�*��-*.�
�
��)�(
������
!��
�
����
�����)������������*+�,�*��-/.�
 
��0�����
�
�	��1�"���!
��
�����)������������*+�22.�+2*.�
�������������
�3
���)������
����
�����)������������*+�22.�+.2/�
)
�����	�
����
�4��������)����'�
������	#
�
�"��
���
��	�����
��

������
�������
�����	���


 ���5�����

65���������������#����������������������#�������
�
1��
�������������%�(�
���������������������!
���
�
�����'��$��1
������1���
��' �

�

�������	�������/����/�!������������C���
�������/��D����E����B��"���/�����F�������

���.�������/�����>�/?C��
����?����C����

���/�B�������!������
���"�/��������C�


