
I sometimes settle for 
“fuzzy.”  In this miracle 
the man could see people, 
but he said they “looked 
like trees walking around.  
How often are any of us 
guilty of depersonalizing 
other people – seeing them 
and the things they do like 
“trees walking around” or 
merely standing on a street 
corner.  People we don’t 
understand or maybe even 
care to understand.  Like 
another Bible story, often 
we just drive by on the 
other side.  How often do 
we make subtle or even 
callous judgments that are 
based on partial infor-
mation, limited under-
standing and unclear     
perceptions?   Oh for a 
“second touch” of Jesus’s 
hand – not just for other 
folks … BUT FOR US��
�

Well, this kind of miracle 

Some people brought a 
blind man to Jesus and 
begged him to touch him.  
Jesus took the blind man 
by the hand and led him 
out of the village.  After 
spitting on the man’s eyes, 
Jesus placed his hands on 
him and asked, “Can you 
see anything?”  The man 
looked up and said, “Yes, I 
can see people, but they 
look like trees walking 
around.”  Jesus again 
placed his hands on the 
man’s eyes.  This time the 
man looked intently, his 
eyesight returned and he 
saw everything clearly.”  
Mark 8: 22–25 
 

YUK!  What an unpleasant 
and unusual healing tech-
nique.  “Here’s spit in your 
eye.”    Maybe that’s prob-
ably  why Jesus took the 
man outside the village.  
Actually, of all the healing 
miracles recorded in the 

Bible, this is the only one 
where it took Jesus two 
attempts to complete the 
healing.  Do you wonder 
why that was?  Surely it’s 
not that Jesus “goofed” 
the first time.  So what’s 
the lesson here?  The way 
this miracle worked out 
was in stages, it was    
progressive, it didn’t   
happen all at once.  At the 
first touch, the man’s eye-
sight was partia lly       
restored – he saw people 
but they looked like trees 
walking around.  “Shoot,” 
that could have been good 
enough, certainly better 
than before.  But the    
second touch transformed 
everything.  After the  
second touch he saw    
everything clearly. 
 

Wow!  What a miracle it 
would be to see clearly – 
do you and I see every-
thing clearly?  Do you and 
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nity of Oregon State   
University for their  
special order of 10   
dining tables, and the 
woodworker champi-
ons who made it hap-
pen; Craig Cluff, 
Rodger Stevens, Wade 
Boyd, Doug Hepburn, 
Dan Nicholas,  and 
Brian Tyler.  

�� Our dedicated and  
talented Woodwork-
ers who made 57 
wood items that were      
auctioned off  at the 
annual auction &   

Cabaret, bring-
ing in over 
$6,000!  And 
all our  won-
derful   donors 
who gave to 

the cause! 
�� The Veteran’s         

Therapeutic Court   
Advisory Board meet-
ing at the Friendship 
Center on  Sept. 28th: 
over 200 persons    
gathered to learn about 
the Veteran’s Court 
program, plus enjoyed 
fantastic entertain-
ment. 
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takes time; for most of us 
it’s not only a second touch, 
but a third and fourth and 
more.  This is true in any 
relationship but especially 
necessary when trying to 
understand the predica-
ments and problems of the 
poor.  Learning how some-
one got where they are in 
life generally takes time; it 
takes sitting down some-
place probably at a safe  
distance so discussions can 
be private and more person-
al.  In addition to time for 
listening there’s time for 
sharing, telling your own 
stories so that trust can be 
established.  Discerning and 
trying to help someone   
decide what they will do, or 
even just seeing other     
options, is a process.  It’s 
putting together a plan with 
someone who knows you, 
someone to share with, to 
celebrate small successes 
and holding you accounta-
ble to the total vision. 
 

Through the ministry of 
Friends of the Carpenter, 
Jesus is still touching the 
lives of many people, time 

and time again.  The Friend-
ship Center provides a place 
for people to pull away 
from their normal agenda 
and places.  The woodwork 
and various other activities 
put an item in people’s 
hands and an image in their 
heads.  Seeing pieces come 
together, sanding off rough 
edges, wiping sawdust off 
your cloclothes, and yes 
even out of your eyes,  is all 
a part of moving the process 
along.  Pretty soon the craft 
work looks pretty neat and 
everyone feels some pride 
in their part.  But while 
that’s happening with the 
wood, God is working on 
people – the way we see 
things, the way we see each 
other.  Pretty soon, people 
who didn’t even know each 
other’s names now feel a 
kinship and a caring that 
changes everything, chang-
es everyone!  It’s a miracle 
that happens everyday! 
 

If you can, I invite you to 
volunteer at the Friendship 
Center.  The Center is open 
every weekday 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Daily devotions 

begin at 9:30 am.  People 
walk in, some come by bus, 
others drive from home.  
We all stop what we’re  
doing and draw aside.  After 
a couple praise songs, we 
each say our name aloud 
which is repeated aloud by 
the entire circle.  With just 
once around the circle,   
everyone’s name is pretty 
well known.  Our welcome 
encourages each person to 
“lean into” the fellowship, 
to look for God’s healing 
and “eye opening” grace 
that is present.  The devo-
tion often ends with singing 
and praying the praise song, 
“Sanctuary.”  Lord prepare 
me to be a sanctuary; pure 
and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a 
living sanctuary for you.  
And then we’re “back at it” 
– back at the woodwork and 
back at life. 
 

So when does the miracle 
happen?  Well, it’s a      
process.  In the fellowship 
that follows and the friend-
ships that are formed, 
through the conversations, 
the caring and sharing, the 
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are so affordable!  
Most of their clothing 
is $1 to $4!  You see I 
did listen when you 
taught me to spend my 

money wisely! 
 

Now they are planning for 
Christmas.  The Christmas 
items that have been donat-
ed all year will make an 
encore!  Their Christmas 
corner opens the first week 
of November, and it will be 
HUGE!  Donations of    
linens, artificial trees,     
ornaments, candles, gifts, 

decorations, lights, dishes, 
Christmas CDs, and cloth-
ing, have been saved for our 
Christmas sale.  I can hardly 
wait.  Come to the store and 
see their display.  
 

I have some free time so 
I’m volunteering in the 
store 4 ½ hours one day a 
week.  It’s a fun place to 
work.  They have openings 
in pricing, cashiering and 
sorting donations.   
 

If you or your friends are 
doing some fall cleaning, 

Dear Mom and Dad,  
 

I’m settling into my 
new apartment and 
have been furnishing 
it with items from 
the Friends of the Carpen-
ter’s 2nd Chance Thrift 
Store.  WOW!  I’ve found 
great bargains on house 
wares, linens, furniture, 
knick knacks, CD’s, books 
for the bookshelves that I 
bought, some basic tools, 
and even some fall clothing.  
They have such a good vari-
ety of items and the prices 
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laughing and loving, God 
begins removing scales 
from people’s eyes and 
Christ is clearly seen in 
every person. 
 

Thank you for your pray-
ers; thank you for your 
continuing support.  It’s 
needed perhaps now more 
than ever to keep this 
ministry moving in the 
direction God is leading.  
I invite you to “dive in,” 
either with Friends of the 
Carpenter or in whatever 
ministry God is calling 
you to consider. But 
please don’t just settle for 
“one touch.” Christ     
invites each of us to a 
clearer vision and a closer 
walk with Him and with 
each other. It comes 
through consistently and 
persistently putting your-
self in a special place, 
probably with people who 
need help, to do God’s 
work and feel God’s  
presence together.  In this 
unity we will share each 
other’s burdens and    
celebrate one another’s 
joys.  Come join in & 
Come SEE! 

take donations to the shop 
from 10 AM to 5 PM 
Monday through Saturday.  
They accept donations of 
clean, useable items.    
Furniture pick-ups can be 
arranged by calling the 
store at 360-750-3867. 
 

I can’t wait till you two 
come for a visit. 
 

Love,  Your daughter 

 

Friends of the Carpenter 
2nd Chance Thrift Store 
3414 NE 52nd St. 
Vancouver, WA 98661 



Christmas 
Boutique   

The  
Friendship   

Center  
Will be Open  

1600 W. 20th St., 
Vancouver, WA, 

98660  
  

�The Friends of the      
Carpenter Chr istmas   
Boutique will be set up for 
your  shopping  pleasure: 
Wed., Dec. 7th through 
Fri., Dec. 16th,  10am to 
4pm; with extended hours 
on Wed. Dec. 14th until 8 
pm; And open on Sat.  
Dec. 10th,  12 to 4 pm  for   
additional shopping!! 
 

Friends of the Carpenter 
invites everyone to come 
to the Friendship Center,  
enjoy hot beverages and a 
sweet treat; check out 
what God is doing through 
our Ministry and while 
you’re here, shop for 
Christmas presents for that 
special someone, family 
members and friends.  
 

  We hope to see you all 
here! 

On Wednesday, September 
28, Mary McIntosh led us 
in a devotional and writing 
experience. We learned 
that telling our story can be 
therapeutic.  Expressing 
our thoughts and feelings 
in writing can be freeing 
and healing. It’s a sort of 
confession. Prayer works 
similarly, but it is even 
more beneficial to see the 

results on paper because it 
feels like you are talking to 
someone, even if it is just 
yourself. Some people 
journal their prayers. Jour-
naling can be cleansing, 
can purge emotions, and 
can help us to find solu-
tions or see “the whole 
picture.” Writing your 
thoughts in a journal can, 
over time, help you to 
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form a personal identity. A 
journal can become your 
secret friend, someone to 
“talk” to when lonely, 
when feeling lost, or 
afraid. Journaling can re-
lieve stress by providing 
an outlet for intense emo-
tions. You can hit some-
one, you can punch your 
pillow, OR you can write a 
letter to someone in your 

journal—and it doesn’t 
have to be mailed.  
 

Mary McIntosh will lead a 
“Telling Your Story” 
workshop on Fridays at 
10:00 a. m. Come and 
learn how to express your-
self in writing. You will 
find the experience satisfy-
ing and rewarding.  
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Fall was definitely in the 
air a couple of nights ago 
and as I added another 
blanket to my bed my 
thoughts turned to all of 
the homeless individuals 
and families who are    
trying to survive the 
weather on the streets, in 
cars, or camping out. Blan-
kets, sleeping bags, tarps, 
and warm coats are a real 
need as we head into the 
winter season. I encourage 
everyone to look through 
your possessions and see if 
you have any that you can 
donate. Another need we 
are seeing here at the    
center is gently used nicer 
clothing so that people can 
be dressed appropriately 

for job interviews and 
court appearances.  If you 
have a nice outfit that you 
no longer wear please  
consider bringing it to the 
center so we can have at 
least one outfit in each size 
available.  All year round 
we need donations of new 
underwear, hygiene items, 
cleaning supplies, office 
supplies, coffee creamer, 
and craft supplies includ-
ing any kind of paint and 
card stock.  We are asking 
for individual packets of 
Hot Chocolate for our pre-
Christmas HUGS event. 
Fruits  and vegetables are a 
real treat and always    
welcome! 
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For current volunteers and 
anyone interested in    
volunteering!   
 

On Friday, 
Nov. 11th;  
1 - 2 pm Front 
Desk  training 
followed by  

Hospitality and Activity 
training from 2 - 3 pm. 
 

Attend one or both, both 
wi l l include bas ic         
procedure training and 
time for questions. 
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Marc Hartquist, Rick Shipley, Jerry & Trudy Swan, Kate Prigge, Katherine Bacon,  
Judy  Duncan, Meredith Reid, Michelle  Silvey, Tahlia Silvey, Nick Silvey, Doris  
Beedle, Cindy Mael, Ellie McCallum, Julie Sich, Virginia Williams, Mary Mulcrone, 
Bonnie Chambers, Rosemary Buker, Shirley Knight, Dean Knight, Olie Mettler, Judie 
Champie, Nadine Swartz, Marie Morrison, Betty Evens, Bob & Francia McDaniel, 
Barbara & Jim DeShirley, Dorothy Shepard, Eric Zapfe, Ira & Lillian Lewis, Marlene 
Najdek, Jessie Greulich, Frank Stowe, Ettione Dixon, Jessica Harris, Sarah & Jeff   
Stephens, Michelle Erickson, Tina Walker, David Boling, Billy Ray, Paul Boyer,    
Eddie Praus, Danny & Amanda Brush, Cathy Pederson, Jack Taylor, Esteban Canedo, 
Ted Cornwell, Rodger Stevens, Bill Parsons and MC Tim Gordon.  THANK YOU! 
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It’s Halloween H.U.G.S. Time! 
Donations of H.U.G.S.  (Hat’s, Underwear, Gloves and Socks) are needed 
for the annual distribution of these items; scheduled for Fri. Oct. 28th, 1—
3 pm.  We are especially  in need of  Men’s gloves and hygiene items;  
also gently used Women’s coats.   Sleeping bags will also be needed as the 

cooler weather comes.   Decorations for the HUGS Party will be carved pumpkins, which 
will be done at a pumpkin carving activity on Wed. Oct. 26th from 1-3 pm.  Anybody have 
any small pumpkins they would like to donate?  It’s always a fun time of year!  You are 
invited to join us at any time! 
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It was a record crowd at the Red Lion Inn at the Quay on Saturday evening, October 8th.  Thanks to the efforts of a 
new group of Table Captains; over 355 persons were in attendance at this event.  Another 72 volunteers were on hand 
to make this an evening to remember!  The crowd was treated to delightful music by the entertainers;  John English-
Tribute Artist of Frank Sinatra,  Linda Hornbuckle and Mark Stevenz, aka Elvis.  Tim Gordon of 
KGW News was on hand as Master of Ceremonies.  Some amazing auction items were snatched 

up in the Silent Auctions, and those winning bidders were excited to take 
some neat things home, as well as having supported the ministry of Friends 
of the Carpenter.  Tina Walker and Craig Cluff, both recipients of assistance 
by Friends of the Carpenter, shared their stories of difficult times and their 
renewed faith through their experiences with the ministry.  All in all, over 
$40,000 was raised at this event.  We are grateful for the leadership of Phil 
and Becky Willey-Sherman and Ray and Susie Stephins in co-chairing this 
event..  We hope all who attended enjoy the Cabaret & Auction, and we 
look forward to an even better Auction next year! 

Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God.  Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God        1 John 4:7 
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