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“And so there is no division
in the body, but all its differ-
ent parts have the same
concern for one another. If
one part of the body suffers,
all the parts suffer with it; if
one part is praised, all the
other parts share its happi-
ness. All of you are Christ’s
body and each one is a part
of it.” | Corinthians 12:
25-27

Everything is relative, and
in some way everything is
connected. We all measure
things based upon our
understanding, personal
experience and to some
degree comparisons.  For
example, I'm in the final

stage of having my first ever
root canal. By my experi-
ence, understanding and
comparison, I've never had
such pain in my mouth

before. Thankfully, I've got

a great dentist, but oh my
how grateful | will be when

this is finished. | hope |

never have to have it done
again. However compared
to those of you who have

had two or three or more,
you're probably thinking,
“big deal Duane.” But for
me, dental pain has not
been normal. Normal, what
is that? What is normal for
one person may be com-
pletely irrelevant and
disconnected to someone
else. Someone once said,
“Normal is a setting on the
dryer; everything else is
relative.”

At the Friendship Center, |
am often humbled at “the
normal” many of our

friends have to live with.

For example, the only time
I've slept outside is when |
chose it a camping
vacation, a backpack in the
wilderness, or | remember

when | was a kid in Nebras-
ka, | sometimes slept
outside in the summer

because it was cooler than
our hot farm house. My
normal has never included
homelessness. But for
several who come to the
Friendship Center, normal
often includes sleeping

outside every night or in
their car (if they are lucky

enough to have one), some-
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times sofa-surfing with
friends, or just staying up all
night because it wasn't safe
to sleep where they were.

It would seem that socializ-
ing with people in situations
like this would be awkward,
uncomfortable, even guilt
producing when the living
parity is so wide, so differ-
ent, so despairing. But it's
not; at least, it's not been s
for me and not for most
others as well. Rather, it
seems to set up challenge
and form connections. Ong
challenge everybody gains i
to quit complaining or even
thinking about complaining.
When | hear stories ang
have friends who are
valiantly facing hardships
and coping with heavy
loads, | learn of a God given
strength we all have. My
troubles are relatively small.
Equally, the connections
provide the possibility for
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Our Wednesday after-
noon Event van drivers,
Frank Stowe, Rodger
Stevens & Eric Smith!
We are so appreciative of
their time!!!

Becky Willey & Phil
Sherman, Ray & Susie
Stephins, the 2011

Auction Co-Chairs!

The Oregon Guild of
Woodworkers for meet-
ing at the Center and
bringing over 50 of

their members to visi @™

with us!

Mike & K’Lynn
Ragsdale, organizers

for a new summer event;

Blessed Arts Fair

Sandy Mathis, a member

of the CARE Committee
who so beautifully
wrote up a grant ta
ea the Catholic
Campaign for
Human Develop-
ment
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everyone to make a huge
difference, even a huge
difference through small
things. Small gifts of kind-
ness, acceptance, simple
words of encouragement and
small sacrifices seem to make
everyone feel better in the
connections.

The other day after an event,
one of our friends asked if he
could “catch a ride” to the
library. As I'd be leaving

shortly. He patiently waited.
While driving, he asked (sort
of sheepishly), could | take
him to Clark College instead?
Now this is truly tiny, literal-

ly just a few extra blocks, but
it was amazing how grateful
he was and how good it felt
just to increase an incidental
kindness; but it would have
been impossible and improb-
able without the connection.

Oh, the challenges of connec-
tions get bigger as friendships
grow. There is a lady and her
husband who have endeared
themselves at the Friendship
Center. They now come in

quite often. One day, she
came to an event “steaming!”

She had just come from an
encounter where two fellows
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were figuring a way to “scam their “huge pebble.”
a ride” to the Orchards area. __ . . . L
She told them they could This is stlll ‘9U|te S|mEIe, but
come to the Friendship as | said, “it grows.” Last

Center and get bus vouchersweek’ _again th;]s COUP:S
if they participated in the C@Me€ In saying they wou
need to move to a different

event. But instead, they

called 911, faked a medical apartment.

condition and got an would _be able to handle
ambulance ride to the Everything — except for a
emergency room. (UGH! prok_)lem (pe_bble). Their
This should “steam” all of Social assistance

would not come in soon
enough to pay the $325
This same couple came to medeposit, which would
one Friday after an event collapse the whole deal.
saying they appreciated the (You know where this is
$5 Love Gifts (grocery cards) going, right?) Yep, Friends
but asked if there was a way of the Carpenter put up the
they could exchange their $325. When | told we'd
two $5 Love Gifts for a $10 help, she instantly began to
card at a Minute Mart where weep right in my office.
it was a $10 minimum for She said | had no way of
phone minutes. Since we knowing how much worry
didn’t have an account at that this removed from her mind.
store, | suggested I'd make Again | told her, “I know
the switch with a “universal you, | respect you, | trust
card.”  They said they'd you, and that's what friends
never heard of that. | told are for.” I'm totally confi-
them, “I know you, | respect dent they will either return
you, | trust you; here’s $10’s the money - Pay It Forward
cash. Go get your phoneso we can help someone
minutes and bring the receipt else - or do the community
to the Center the next time service exchange where
you come in.” They were they will work it off at $10
grateful and humbled by the per hour. They don’t want a
gift of trust and the help with “hand out,” they are just

us.)

She shared theyhow simple is it when we all

checkfriends with whom we've

grateful for a “hand up.”

So, $325; how “huge of a
pebble” would that be for
most of us reading this
article, especially if it meant
being homeless or not??? Q

“pitch in” to help handle
these sorts of “normal
pebbles” in the lives of

made connections? Each palt
in the body of Christ is need-
ed; each part has a purpog
and we are all connected.
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Thank you for your connec-
tion to Friends of the Carpen-
ter. Your prayers, financial
support and especially your
participation all make *“the
body” work better. But the
needs are great and theg
challenges continue to grow
| invite you to grow in your
connection; to share in the
challenges; experience ho
God not only handles
pebbles, but moves moun
tains. When we work togeth-
er and are connected td
Christ, God’s miracles
become normal! Thank Youl]
and God Bless us all in the
body of Christ!

The goal of this class is
to make changes in our

to live according

God’'s the  Recovery
Bible, and each other.
We have an open door
and stress the concept
of confidentiality. Join

us any time. There are
no obligations. Group

lives that will enable us am at the Friendshi
to Center.
God’s will for us. We counselor Joyce Wood
do this with the help of ward.

meets on THURS;
DAYS, 9:30 am—11:00

Class is led bT/
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The Story of the Donalds

B As Gary Ervin puts it, “there is no such thing as addence”. So
- when Donald Prickett, Jr. and Gary had a chance coniersat one

Donald had shared with many around FOC of his pridehisason
Donald, the 3rd- (who he has not seen in 6 years), wadugting
) from a Southern Oregon High School, only the 2nd person theatl
=, family to do so, (Donald, Jr. being the 1st). Donaldmdrs planning

' on attending the graduation and knowing that Gary was a ma
8 woodworker, he asked Gary to make a diploma box as a giftigp
son. In conversation, Gary learned that Donald needetchen
June 10th. This is where the ‘god-incidence’ came to lthbtmagic
name and date that convinced Gary that he needed to make
special gift.

Twenty-five years ago, Gary's son, Donald Paul, wésdin a car
accident on June 10th. In the many years since, he haseteto listen to all messages and gifts from the ot
side” that might have seemed to some as coincidencet) Rary, are the opportunities to help others, listen

ter

L

their needs and to be open to the spirit leading him.thatek both Donald and Gary for sharing with each cth r

as well as with the greater Body of Christ.

What a great change Friends of the Carpenter has made in niie.

happened for me. | couldn’t get a job or move out on my own.

I came to live with my Aunt and Uncle in Vancouver. Mynt has volunteered at Friends of the Carpenter
brought me to see it. | didn't even talk to anyone. €aet up a special training program for me because |
fit in any paid program. | started on Dec. 6, 2010. Bsed had earned my food handlers card, | started in
new kitchen. | moved to the gift shop, learning to do monegrer make copies, and work with volunteerg.

| had been living with my Mom in Walla Walla, WA. Ait being out of high school for five years, nothing h
di nt

Because | had an interest in wood working, Dan took manohlet me work on the scroll saws, lathe and drill§.

| have made crosses, fish with sayings, nar\l(Iln

rings, Christmas items, and many pens =" e & Caring fellowshin
hold the record for maklng the most pen‘]”-.l:e":fazghs‘::fer:‘:::n :nfh piople of
one day. | have also helped with install : HN
insulation and drywall in one of the wo
rooms. | even got to help the electrician
lighting installation. No where else coulc
get so much experience.

| have gained so much confidence and lea’
| could do more than | ever thought. | will =
off to Job Corp in a few months to contir;
my work experiences.

| give thanks to God for Friends of t
Carpenter.

HUGS (Hearts under Gods service) g
Teri Logsdon




CELEBRATE SUMMER WITH FRIENDS!
FUN! FUN! FUN!

FOC Day Trips: Join us for 9:30 am devotion.
will leave following devotion. Return around 3 p
Reserve your spot, prepayment required one
prior to trip date. If you can’'t go, you can mak
donation to allow someone else to go. We are

Trips may be cancelled due to lack of participatio
interest or dangerous driving conditions.

Thursday, June 30:

Thursday, July 21:

Mount Saint Helens, $15 or
3 love cards

Tuesday, August 9:
Oregon Zoo, $10 or 2 love
cards

Thursday, August 11:
Scenic Loop Drive to
Multnomah Falls, $10 or 2
love cards

Monday, September 5:
Ridgefield Wildlife Sanctuary or Vancouver Lake
Frenchman’s Bar Park, $10 or 2 love cards
(Destination based on whichever location gets the
most votes)

ACTIVITY ASSISTANTS NEEDED...

6 Activity Assistants are needed each week, Wedn
days from 12 to 3:30 pm, to help lead activities
each table. You can sign up for every week or o
week a month, according to your schedule.

looking for donations of sack lunches and beverages
for each trip. Maximum of 12 seats for each ftrip.

The Grotto National Sanctuary, $15 or 3 love cards

INFORMATION BOOTHS ....

Help get the word out abou
FOC at our booth on Saturda
July 9" 9 am to 7pm at th
Annual Fourth Plain Internation
Food Festival. (work in shifts)

(74

QD D

1S on Saturday, July 28 8:30 to 3 at the

n/ Washington Elementary School, 2908 S St

(work in shifts)

> on Saturday, July 3% All Church Picnic
Pearson Air Force Base from 12 to 6 (work
shifts)

Help get the word out about FOC at our bagth

Compassion Vancouver Outreach EvaIt,
r

Help get the word out about FOC at our bagth

et

Help get the word out about FOC at our bagth

on Saturday, September 24, 8:30 to
Compassion Vancouver, Mill Plajr
Elementary, 400 SE 184work in shifts)

Do you know how to make bows? Join us on Fridely,
July 22nd from 10—11:30 am and share yopr

knowledge!

Donations of all sizes and types of ribbon, acrylic
paints, gems, feathers, and misc. craft items arg
needed before July 20.

On Friday, July 29 from 10 to 11:30 Bernie will teatlh

us how to make Hat Centerpieces out of Styrofp
cups.

eS-

dponate or lend your DVDs for our Thursday after-
nHaoon movie time. We are looking for Hallmark,
family, PBS (especially Mount St Helens), travel,

thtertainment, science & nature, etc.

Activity Assistants and tour guides are needed
o e 'ﬁW' : help throughout the day
v R W on Monday, June 27

the downtown area.
(work in shifts)

history, biography, destinations, culture, arts &

Activity Assistants are needed to help Monday
Tuesday, or Wednesday, July 11"48ith a Youth
Immersion group from Bozeman, Montana.
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Hi! to all of you nice people. Thank you for your hosjtiyal
and for hosting the Guild meeting last night. | apprecall
the great desserts and all the warm greetings wecalved
from each of you. You are all doing a great service for our
"neighbor" and you deserve to be commended. Keep up the
wonderful work and thank you for allowing us to join you for
a great evening. | really enjoyed myself, and some of tha
. woodworking was fabulous! Be Well, Ed

We thank you as well for visiting with us!
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Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love cofftes God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God 1 John 4:7
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