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checks of everybody, 
even between friends.  
However, the Good     
Samaritan’s compassion 
compelled him to get  
personally involved.   He 
crossed over the barriers 
of awkwardness,  uncer-
tainty, apathy and fear.  
Jesus said, “Go and do 
likewise.”  So.o.o… how 
can we realistically and 
safely do what the Good 
Samaritan did? 
 
Look again at the        
sequence of the parable.  
First, the Good Samaritan 
merely had compassion, 
followed by unsophisti-
cated kindness. He mostly 
did first aid or maybe it 
was “faith aid.”  By his 
nature, he cared!  He was 
ready to administer     
simple kindness.  Julie 
and I carry bottled water 

“But a Samaritan who 
was traveling that way 
came upon the man and 
when he saw him; his 
heart was filled with com-
passion.  He went over to 
him, poured oil and wine 
on his wounds and ban-
daged them; then he put 
the man on his own ani-
mal and took him to an 
inn, where he took care of 
him.  The next day he took 
out two silver coins and 
gave them to the inn 
keeper.  Take care of him 
he said, and when I come 
back this way, I will pay 
you whatever else you 
spend on him.”  Luke 10: 
33-35 
 
The parable of the Good 
Samaritan teaches people 
of faith to get personally 
involved and not pass by 
the stranger in need.  
However, today it’s     

almost inevitable that 
most of us will pass by 
those who we see stand-
ing on street corners, 
seemingly beat up by life, 
begging for change, or 
strolling or staggering 
along city streets pushing 
shopping carts or carrying 
back packs with every-
thing they own.  Like the 
Priest and the Levite, we 
have things to do, places 
to go and   people who are 
counting upon us to be on 
time, doing our jobs,   
taking care of business or    
family concerns, or other 
impor ta nt  agendas.      
Besides, it can seem 
senseless and maybe even 
stupid to get involved 
with strangers.  As routine 
(and maybe necessary) as 
Homeland Security has 
become, it has created an 
atmosphere of suspicion,   
separation and security 
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�� Jim Fischer and his 

many friends for the 
superb entertainment at 
the Christmas Concert 
on Dec. 7th.   

�� Stan and Jen Tonneson, 
hosts for the Christmas 
Ships  Party!  It was a 
“wintery” but fun eve-
ning for all involved! 

�� Bill Jennings, Judy 
Enders, Rodger      
Stevens, Dave Ricks 
& Dean Hummel, all 

serve as volunteers 
for Friends of the 
Carpenter  Advocates 
to Homeless Court 
Clients.  See the    
related article on  
page 5. 

�� The Friends of the 
Carpenter Board of 
Directors! 
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right thing, particularly 
if you don’t do it all 
alone; just don’t pass 
by. 
 
As we begin this New 
Year, I encourage and 
invite all who are able 
to become  a part of the 
Friends of the Carpen-
ter  ministry and       
mission.  Become a part 
and a participant in 
bringing hope and heal-
ing to the sojourner, to 
the stranger, and yes, to 
the “Samaritans” as 
well.  Sign up for a 
monthly commitment 
of two volunteer hours 
(or more) that will 
make a difference only 
imagination and God’s 
grace can determine.  
Equally, as did the 
Good Samaritan, your 
financial support is 
needed and essential.  
Economically, these are 
difficult times and   
donor dollars and fund-
ing sources are being 
stressed.  Please help in 
any way if you can.  
Call or come by the 
Friendship Center to 
schedule your time and 
assignment for being 
“A Good Samaritan.”  
Again, Thank You for 
your prayers, participa-
tion and financial    
support.  Happy New 
Year! 

in our vehicles.  Often, 
when the opportunity pre-
sents itself, we’ll roll down 
the window, greet the 
stranger and offer a bottle 
of water.  If the red light 
lasts long enough, we’ll 
continue with a brief con-
versation.  We are fairly 
familiar with the local ser-
vice providers, so we often 
have good suggestions.  
Many times that’s as far as 
it goes.  But sometimes 
we’ve continued through a 
couple light changes.  
Generally we inform and 
invite them to the Friend-
ship Center.  Typically it 
ends by      exchanging 
hand waves and smiles and 
we’re on our way.  (We 
also carry a first aid kit, a 
blanket, plastic bags & 
gloves,  disinfectant and a 
simple tool kit.  It’s sur-
prising how often just a 
band aid, energy bar, a 
drink of   water or even the 
use of your cell phone can 
make a world of difference 
to someone who is down 
and out.) 
 
Back to the parable; the 
Good Samaritan took the 
injured person (on his own 
animal – today that’s our 
car) to a place where his 
care could continue.  It 
was a place where the  
proprietor probably knew 
the Good Samaritan and 
where he apparently had a 
standing reputation and 
good credit.  When it was 
time for him to leave, the 
Good Samaritan said, 
“Take care of this injured 
man and when I come 

back I will pay for the  
services you provide.”  
That’s It!  That’s all he 
really did.  He cared; he 
used his connections and 
good credit to do the good 
deed.  Consequently, the 
Good Samaritan has    
commanded over 2,000 
years of universal respect, 
admiration and countless 
sermons of exemplary  
conduct, encouragement 
and faithfulness!  His   
action has become the  
ultimate standard for   
compassion and care    
giving.  What he didn’t do 
was pass by.  Instead The 
Good Samaritan “plugged 
in and passed along” this 
person to a place where he 
would get good care that 
would keep on coming. 
 
OK … so you may proba-
bly know where I’m going 
with this article by now.  
Friends of the Carpenter is 
ready and willing to wel-
come the stranger.  How-
ever, it works best when 
we work together.  Every-
one who comes to the 
Friendship Center is faith-
fully and authentically 
welcomed – stranger or 
otherwise.  Instantly there 
is a presence and the 
power of God’s love.  It’s 
not just the wooden 
crosses and inspirational 
woodcraft that’s all over 
the place, but it’s in all the 
people. Words of wel-
come, hospitality and acts 
of kindness readily flow in 
an atmosphere of friend-
ship. Respect and coopera-
tion reflects between the 
people like images on a 

mirror.  Those who need 
help  receive it; those who 
can help do.  It’s a safe 
place where the supervised    
activities create a structure 
and order that feels good, 
works well and builds 
unity.  We work hard at 
learning everyone’s name 
and using it when we visit 
with each other.  Prayer, 
praise and inspiration is 
the “Power Point” of each 
morning; it is often revis-
ited throughout the day.  
Laughter and love sponta-
neously raise spirits as 
good humor and helping 
each other is the order and 
practice of every project.  
When a stranger enters the 
Friendship Center, that 
feeling is only momentary.  
When someone is strug-
gling, suffering or scared, 
suddenly they feel support 
and the Spirit of Love that 
soothes their pain, brings 
peace to their problem and 
helps renew their hope. 
 
The Friendship Center is a 
“Hospital of Hope.”   
However, renewed hope 
best happens when we 
work at it together.  It  
happens when “Good   
Samaritans” bring and 
gather with the wounded, 
give simple care and make 
a commitment to keep the 
care coming.  As admira-
ble and exemplary as the 
Parable of the Good      
Samaritan has been over 
all the years, it may also 
have been one of the more 
guilt producing stories of 
the Bible.  But it doesn’t 
have to be that way.  It just 
isn’t that hard to do the 
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the tree and announced the Good 
News of Christ’s Birth.   The   liter-
ally thousands of people who 
passed by the tree were invited to 
take Friends of the Carpenter pocket 
crosses by a modern   caricature of 
Jesus.  In addition, Friends of the 
Carpenter had a booth at the      
companion Festival of Gifts where 
the 12 ornaments and other FOC 

This was Friends of the Carpenter’s 
first year to have a Christmas Tree 
at the Vancouver  Rotary Founda-
tion’s annual  Festival of Trees.  It 
was a great success with many  
commenting on our tree’s clear  
connotation of “The Reason for the 
Season”!  Handmade wooden orna-
ments in twelve different designs 
made by our many friends adorned 

product were offered for sale.  
Many thanks to Jan Hampton, Tree 
design  consultant, and her team of 
three Christmas ‘Elves’ (Judi 
Brower, Carol Lehmann and Ellie 
McCallum) and all our volunteers 
who staffed the Gift booth over the 
Thanksgiving weekend. The tree 
was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kassab, and was enjoyed in their 
home over the Christmas Holiday. 
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Our first “Christmas Boutique”        
surprised us all.  The first day open, we 
had a line waiting for it to start!  A 
warm space, tasty treats, and a cup of 
coffee greeted each shopper. It proved 
to be a nice way to display and sell our 
Christmas items.  Big sellers this year 
were the many wood ornaments that 
were on display at the Festival of the 
Trees. The “Arctic Blast” did however 
slow the traffic a bit, but all in all, it 
was a great success.  Thank you to all 
who came, shopped and enjoyed the 
Christmas Spirit at the Center.  God 
Bless You & Happy New Year! 
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On Saturday, February 21st, Friends of the 
Carpenter would like to share undies, gloves 
and shoes at our Woodworking Event. We are 
asking ESPECIALLY for donations of men’s 
gloves and women’s / men’s underwear. 
Shoes will also be added this time! Orchards 
United Methodist will be delivering 33 pairs! 
Donations will be accepted at our  offices at 
the Friendship Center, 1600 W. 20th St., 
Vancouver.  These items are always needed! 
Thank you for your generosity!!!!  



A great time was    
enjoyed by all who 
attended the 6th      
Annual Christmas 
Concert by Jim 
Fischer and Friends at 
the Royal Durst   
Theatre, December 
7th.  The 3:00 pm   
per fo rmance was 
standing room only 
and the 7:00 pm was 
comfortably full - 
nearly 900 people in 

total.  Thank you to all 
who came and especially 
to all the musicians and 
performers who made 
t h e  c o n c e r t  s o            
special.  Equally, we 
thank the many volun-
teers who set up, served 
and helped host the    
entertainers and guests 
throughout the concert. 
SAVE THE DATE: If 
all goes well, Sunday 
December 6, 2009 will 
be the 7th Annual 
Friends of the Carpenter 
C h r i s t m a s  C o n -
cert!  Thank You Jim 
and all who make this a 
delightful Blessing and 
Benefit to Friends of the 
Carpenter! 
�

FISH (Friends in Service to Humanity) food bank 
volunteers sorted food in December at the Friend-
ship Center that 
was received 
from the Walk 
and Knock food 
drive.  Over 60 
volunteers, in-
cluding members 
of the Happy 
Hoppers Square 
Dance Club and 
the Volcano A1s 
Model A club 
helped sort and 
b o x  n e a r l y 
40,000 pounds of food to replenish depleted shelves that are housed at 
the Friendship Center. 
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Back by popular       
demand… Dr. William 
“Bill” Lehmann, will 
be leading a Lenten 
Study of the Life of  
Joseph, the greatest 
man of the Old Testa-
ment.  Joseph revolu-
tionized the economy 
of the Ancient World, 
and Bill will explore 
this and his family   
r e la t io n s h i p s  a s        
recorded in the late 
chapters of the book of 
Genesis.  The six week 
series will begin       
Friday, February 27, 

12:00 noon to 1:30 pm 
at the Friendship    
Center.  Don’t miss this 
wonderful opportunity!  
Not only is Bill a fasci-
nating teacher… he’s a 
pretty good “scroll 
sawer” too! 

Each month, the Clark 
County Justice Department 
convenes a special Home-
less Court for those who 
qualify due to their home-
lessness.  It deals with 
relatively minor offenses 

such as illegal camping, open       
container, drug violations,    
failure to appear and delinquent 
fines:  issues and consequences 
that might be minor to some but 
overwhelming to those without 
resources or relationships to  
assist in finding reasonable   
solutions.  The FOC Advocates 
are truly “God Sent” angels to 
our friends who find themselves 
stuck in the system.  If you 
would like to be one too,      
contact the FOC Office –     
750-4752. 
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�Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God.  Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God           1 John 4:7 
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