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The Carpenter’s Tool Box is 
a monthly publication of 

FRIENDS of the  
CARPENTER  

1600 W. 20th St. 
P.O. Box 65358 

Vancouver, WA  98665 
(360) 750-4752 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and 
all these things shall be yours as 
well.”  Matt. 6:33 
 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path.”   
Psalm 119:105 
 
 

You’ve probably heard the saying, 
“If you don’t know where you are 
going, any path will get you there!”  
On the other hand, “If you do know 
where you are going, wrong roads 
won’t seem very appealing.”  Unfor-
tunately, many of the friends we 
meet at Friends of the Carpenter 
have lost their way.  Many don’t 
know what road they are on or 
where it is going.  For many, their 
way has become a regular routine of 
wandering through a modern day 
wilderness, waiting or looking for 
services, following leads looking 
like a good deal or dodging         
consequences or dilemmas of     
former decisions.  Sometimes it 
seems they are merely surviving 
with little foresight for the future or 
ability to look for or plan a positive 
or productive path. 
 
 Often it’s a sad situation – seeing 

persons beat up by hardships that 
have happened in their life.  Most 
don’t want to be on this path.  
Generally, they didn’t start out on 
this path – though sometimes we 
see persons who were born into 
dysfunction and were probably 
never given good directions or 
support.  But by adulthood,     
regardless where they started, 
most have made major mistakes 
that has clouded constructive  
decision making or detoured their 
course to a stable destination.  As 
discouraging as this is to observe 
or to listen to their stories, there 
are many times it also seems 
amazing.  Their resilience,      
endurance and even the courage 
to cope that many of our friends 
exhibit is humbling and ironically, 
exemplary.  It clearly puts into 
perspective the comparatively 
petty problems that many, whom 
are far more fortunate, often  
complain about or take the ability 
or resources for granted to make 
those problems go away. 
 
 Actually, its not just those who 
are homeless who have gotten 
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sidetracked.  Being or becom-
ing lost along our way can  
happen to anyone.  The loss of 
focus, a few legitimate        
conflicts, depression from 
dashed dreams or the shame 
and conviction of mistakes 
made can cause anyone to take 
their eye off the right road. 
 
 Sure, simply saying “No” 
sounds easy and we know that 
staying on track is the right 
choice, but redirection and 
rededication is seldom simple.  
We need help … we need a 
helper!  Scripture is very clear 
that God is with us, that we 
will never be left alone nor will 
the Spirit of God ever depart 
from us.  But when a person is 
in the middle of a mess, it can 
be very hard to hold on to that 
faith.  It’s a lot easier when 
your faith is fortified by the 
real hand of a good friend.  A 
person to help you find the 

right path to God’s guiding 
grace to get you back on track. 
 
 Surprisingly, its not so much 
the destination that inspires a 
person but rather the reality of 
going in the right direction.  
It’s a positive journey that is 
fulfilling; the destination is 
basically a byproduct!  When a 
person turns around and returns 
towards God’s goal for their 
life … WOW!  Each day gets 
better than the day before.  Day 
by day, step by step, the path 
becomes more clear and side-
tracks fade away.  Theologi-
cally, it’s called repentance.  
It’s re-turning to a right path, 
re-establishing right relation-
ships – with God and others; its 
confessing and concluding that 
the direction you were going 
was leading no place, or at 
least, to no good place. 
 
 The ministry and mission of 
Friends of the Carpenter is to 
offer “that helping hand.”  It’s 
a helping hand to everyone 
who comes to the Friendship 
Center and into our programs.  
For those who are homeless, 
that helping hand gives       
support, encouragement and 
assistance.  It’s a helping hand 
(not a hand out) that comes and 
cares in person; a hand that 
helps point the way and find 
the way to the path and    

promises of God.  For those 
who are not homeless, God’s 
hand equally reaches out as 
volunteers realize blessings 
already bestowed upon them 
and they are able to renew 
proper priorities in their     
journey. 
 
 You are invited, encouraged 
and welcome to join the      
mission and ministry of 
Friends of the Carpenter.  I 
urge you to simply say “Yes” 
to this invitation.  Helping  
others find the right path holds 
the helper accountable as well.  
It’s a joyful journey.  Call the 
office or come by the Friend-
ship Center.  We’re on the 
right track to help point all 
people to a closer walk with 
God. 
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No day is lost in 
which you have tried 

to do something  
for others. 
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On Saturday, December 15, Friends of the Carpenter would like to add hats, undies, gloves and socks to 
what is typically shared on the breakfast meal line at SHARE House Shelter. 
We are asking 
dark-colored beanie caps, men’s gloves and  men’s underwear sizes 30
 

Donations will be accepted at the Christmas Concert on Dec. 1st, the  
Friendship  Center Open House on Dec. 9th, or bring your donations to our 
offices at the Friendship Center, 1600 W. 20th St. in Vancouver.
 

Thank you!!!!  

  

“Because you are not hungry or thirsty, because you are not naked or sick, because you 
are not in prison and have many friends with whom to visit, a gift has been given in your 

honor to the ministry of Friends of the Carpenter.”  

Please complete the form below and mail it with your donation to: 

Friends of the Carpenter, PO Box 65358, Vancouver, WA 98665.
 
DONOR NAME
 

DONOR ADDRESS
 

CITY  
 

DONATION AMOUNT LISTED ON CERTIFICATE
 

RECIPIENT NAME
 

RECIPIENT ADDRESS
 

CITY  
 
�� Please send certificate to recipient
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There are still 
some spaces 
available for a 
quilting class 
t h a t  w a s      
offered at our 

Auction.  Nadine Swartz will 
teach us how to make a beauti-
ful Star shaped Christmas Tree 
Skirt.  The First class will be 
Sat.  November 3rd from 10 
am to 2 pm, at the Friendship 
Center. Lunch wil l be         
provided.  You will need to 
provide fabric, cutting utensil 
and your sewing machine.  
Nadine will contact you with 
more specific information.  
The cost is $50 per person and 
all money goes to support 
Friends of the Carpenter.  The 
date of the 2nd class will be 
determined on Nov. 3rd by the 
group.  Come join us; we’ll 
have a great time. 
Call Julie (750-4752)or Nadine
(573-6270) to sign up. 
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We thank our many donors, 
attendees, volunteers and     
purchasers who contributed so 
generously to the success of the 
5th Annual  Auction and     
Banquet held on October 6th at 
the Red Lion Inn at the Quay.  
Income produced from the  
silent and live auctions, the 
raffle, sweeps, and additional 
donations approaches $34,000.  
Jim Fischer and Ron Barnes 
entertained during the pre-
dinner hour as the the New  
Horizons Beacock Band  was 
unable to attend. Auctioneer 
Gene Johnson of Montana   
provided the expertise during 
the live auction, and kept the 
bidding lively and entertaining.  
Letters from several of our 
friends were read and Dario 
Garza shared his story of     
involvement with Friends of the 
Carpenter.  It was special to 
hear how lives have been 
changed because of the        
relationships and friendships 
formed during Friends of the 
Carpenter activities and events.  
A sweep of the audience      
following these testimonials 
raised over $6,000 for a “Pay It  
Forward” Program, to be     
distributed to participants in 
need.  God will use these gifts 
and trust in Friends of the    
Carpenter to transform lives. 
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On Saturday, December 15, Friends of the Carpenter would like to add hats, undies, gloves and socks to 
what is typically shared on the breakfast meal line at SHARE House Shelter. 
We are asking ESPECIALLY for donations of men’s white socks, plain, 
dark-colored beanie caps, men’s gloves and  men’s underwear sizes 30—36. 
 

Donations will be accepted at the Christmas Concert on Dec. 1st, the  
Friendship  Center Open House on Dec. 9th, or bring your donations to our 
offices at the Friendship Center, 1600 W. 20th St. in Vancouver. 
 

Thank you!!!!  

.�6)����������*���)���7�������%� !-�
Friends of the Carpenter will send a Holiday Gift Greeting and Certificate in 
honor of a friend or family member, for a donation of any amount to this  
ministry.  Donations will be used for the benefit of our participant friends 
who find themselves in special need this Christmas season.   
The certificate will read as follows: 

  

“Because you are not hungry or thirsty, because you are not naked or sick, because you 
are not in prison and have many friends with whom to visit, a gift has been given in your 

honor to the ministry of Friends of the Carpenter.”   (Matt. 25:31-46) 
 

Please complete the form below and mail it with your donation to:  
 

Friends of the Carpenter, PO Box 65358, Vancouver, WA 98665. 
 
DONOR NAME           
 

DONOR ADDRESS          
 

CITY       STATE    ZIP   
 

DONATION AMOUNT LISTED ON CERTIFICATE $     
 

RECIPIENT NAME           
 

RECIPIENT ADDRESS          
 

CITY      STATE     ZIP   
 
�� Please send certificate to recipient  �     Please send certificate to donor 
 

For additional donations/recipients, please duplicate this form!  
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Dear Friends, Let us love one another because love comes from God.   
Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.      1 John 4:7 
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After 8 years of dedicated discipleship through 
Friends of the Carpenter, Barbara  
Williams has decided it’s time for a 
change.  Thus, with regret, but with 
great gratitude, the Board of       
Directors received her letter of    
resignation,  effective October 31st.  
Barb has served as the Volunteer 
Coordinator – making countless 
phone calls, recruiting volunteers 
for the myriad of events and activi-
ties for our program, and given her 
whole heart and hands in service to 
our Lord and to this ministry.  Barb 
will continue to be a volunteer (for 
which we are most grateful) but we 
ask our other volunteers to respect 
her departure from the staff position.  
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However, please feel free to contact Barb with 
appreciation through cards or 
phone calls.  With the Board of 
Directors, the Staff and the entire 
FOC family, please assure Barb of 
your prayers as she seeks new   
avenues of service in faith.  God 
Bless You, Barb!  You have been a 
wonderful blessing to Friends of 
the Carpenter. 
 
 As a result, applications for the 
Volunteer Coordinator position are 
now being received.  This is a  
part-time position (24 hrs. weekly).  
An application form and job     
description is available at the FOC 
Center. 


